2008 MCCA Winter Retreat Q&A

Theme, speakers and topics

Q: What is the theme of the retreat? Who will speak on the theme?

A: The theme of the retreat is: Where were you from, where will you go?

There are six keynote messages on the theme: three evening messages (each 90 minutes) and three morning messages (each 75 minutes). Pastor Hong Yujian will speak in the morning and Pastor Zhang Boli will speak in the evening.

Q: who are the speakers and can you give some background of the speakers?

A: There are five invited speakers for the retreat, and below are brief background for them [for detailed info, see the Chinese introduction]:

Pastor Hong Yujian: originally from Shanghai; Ph.D. from Univ. of Pennsylvania; Became Christian in 1992 and the same year called to attend Seminary; after graduate from Seminary, Pastor Hong has served as a pastor in a Baptist Church in Vancouver.

Pastor Zhang Boli: originally from Beijing. Was on the “21 most wanted” list of “6.4, 1989”. His testimony of becoming Christian is a miracle. Pastor Zhang is now serving in Harvest Chinese Christian Church in D.C. area.

Professor Chien Kun [P. K. Chien]: originally from Hong Kong. Biology Professor in University of San Francisco.

Pastor Yeh Gaofang: originally from Taiwan. Founder of Family Keepers based in California.

Sister Tan Jian: originally from Shanghai. Wife of pastor Zhang Boli. Ph. D. from OSU. Became believer in Lexington, Kentucky.

Q: what are the workshop topics?

A: Besides the keynote messages, there are five topical workshops provided by the five speakers:

Pastor Hong Yujian: Science and Faith

Pastor Zhang Boli: Gospel in China

Professor P. K. Chien: Creation vs. Evolution

Pastor Yeh: Marriage crisis and solution

Sister Tan Jian: Bringing up children

Q: Do you provide Cantonese translation?

A: No, there will be no Cantonese translation due to lack of resourses.  

Registration

Q: Does MCCA winter retreat have special discount for early registration?

A: No, we don’t have early registration discount, but we have late registration penalty.

Q: Does MCCA winter retreat have individual meal that we can pick up daily basis?

A: No.  Winter Retreat will provide 7 meals including breakfast, lunch and dinner for Saturday and Sunday, and breakfast for Monday.  To get a good deal with the restaurant we encourage you to buy 7 meals for the whole program.  Based on your need we also sell separate day meal tickets (include 3 meals) for Saturday or Sunday, but not for each individual meal.

Winter Retreat needs to carefully manage meal tickets to allow you all to have enough foods for each meal in each day.  Therefore, meal tickets for different days or different meals are not interchangeable; and, Children and Adults have different tickets.  We appreciate your understanding and support.
Q: Can I live other hotels or motels instead of MCCA provided one?

A: Yes, you are welcome to do so.   However, to save your transportation time and have better fellowship with other brothers, sisters and friends, we encourage attendees to stay at MCCA provided hotel.  We also have discounted rate with the hotel, which is $70 per room per night including tax.  The regular room rate at the hotel is $77.63 per room per night including tax.

Q: Do I need to pay daily parking fee for the MCCA provided hotel?

A: No, you don’t need to pay for it.

Q: How many people can be in a room? Do I need to pay Internet fee for the MCCA provided hotel?

A: The web site says each “Double Main Building” room (We reserved) could comfortably accommodates up to 4 individuals; features 2 queen beds, refrigerator, complimentary WiFi, coffee makers, hair dryer, iron and ironing board and standard cable with the option of pay-per-view in room movies.

Q: What’s the regular pricing for the MCCA provided hotel?

A: Without our discount the pricing will be $69 + tax = $77.63 or $232.89 for 3 nights during 12/26 – 12/29/08  

Q: How many meals the MCCA will be provided for full time?

A.  Winter Retreat will provide 7 meals including breakfast, lunch and dinner for Saturday and Sunday, and breakfast for Monday. 
Q: If I just want to attend one night keynote speaker's session, do I need to register and pay the full registration fee?
A: Yes. The purpose of the registration fee is to cover cost of conference facility and speakers’ travel cost. Please understand that even if you attend part of the conference, MCCA still needs to pay full cost on conference facility and speakers’ travel fare.
Children Program

Q: What is the age ranges for the children program?

A: The children program is for kids between the ages of 4 through 12.

Q: Which curriculum do you plan to use for the children program?

A: The title of the curriculum is called Amazon Expedition.  It is a VBS material published by Answer in Genesis. The program is a supporting program for parents so that they can go to message sessions.  Therefore, we do not accept kids to the program when their parents are not attending the retreat.
Q: What is unique about Amazon Expedition?

A: Kids take an Amazon Expedition that explores the “7 C’s of History” while teaching them that the Bible is the true history book of the universe.

Q: What is the 7 C’s Adventure?

A: The “7 C’s Adventure” will cover the big events that have affected (or will affect) the universe: Creation, Corruption, Catastrophe, Confusion, Christ, Cross, Consummation.  

Q: Are there activities, music, etc., to accompany the lessons?

A: Amazon Expedition offers the fun and content-filled Jungle Jam music, with most songs written especially for this all-new program. Plus there are Amazon Arts & Crafts ideas, Rainforest Refreshment and Recreation activities, and age-appropriate lessons Hikers (ages 4–6), Explorers (ages 6–9), and Trailblazers (ages 9–12). 

Q: Do you offer skits?

A: Yes, the program offers scripts for daily skits.  Skit can be used during the daily and can also be used during the Friday night opening ceremony. 

Each day's skit continues the storyline from the previous day.

Q: Do you offer puppet scripts?

A: Puppet scripts are featured for younger age groups—help tell the lesson during the guided learning time.

Youth Program

Q:  Do you have programs for Youth?

A:  We do not have a specific program for Youth.  However, there may be 3 options for your youth:

1) Attend with parents on the adult Mandarin program

2) If a youth Christian and likes to help the children program, the youth could check the box on the registration form to attend the training on the first day

3) Have fellowship with other youths at a designated meeting room for youth (we will try to arrange young adult Christian to lead Youth.)

Infants and Toddler

Q: Do you provide childcare for children under age 4?

A: Yes, childcare will be provided for children under age 4. We encourage each Church to provide several co-workers to help. We are coordinating with the Churches in MCCA already.

Q: Will the parents be asked to help?

A: Yes, for young children, the parents are best care providers. We recommend Christian parents to sign-up to help. But this is not mandatory.

Q: If the parents sign-up to help, what will be percentage of time the parents will miss the messages? 

A: We’ll try our best to make the help time less than 40%. I.e. the helping parents will be able to attend at least 60% of the keynotes and topical workshops.

Financial

Q: Why does your church send people out to promote the Winter Retreat?  We did not see other churches in the past doing it.  Is there any difference this time?
A: MCCA winter retreats in the past usually have been a financial burden to MCCA and to the host church.  Typically, the hotels require certain amount number of room occupancy in order to offer discount on conference room. The host Churches had to ask local brothers/sisters to stay in the hotel to achieve the required minimum number of rooms. Also previously we had hotel food which was expensive and a lot of us did not like the American food.

This time, by God’s Grace, we were able to develop a creative win-win solution with hotel. There will be no minimum number of room occupancy. We pay a fixed cost for conference facility which makes it a lot easier to control the deficit. And we will not eat hotel food. Instead Chinese food will served from catering. This will save the conference attendee money and also have quality food. 

Therefore, we really want to share this good news to you, and hope many of you could come and bring seekers with you to hear the Gospel and to come fellowship together in this holiday season!
Other activities

Q: Do you provide activities in the afternoon from 4pm to 6pm [after workshops and before diner.]?

A: yes, there will be three activities provided:

1. Ping-pang

2. Play cards and chess

3. Karaoke
